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passed away last week,1 May God grant peace to his soul and give
us innumerable such workers who would render silent service. Be-
fore dying, he wrote a letter2, which I publish here as an expres-
sion of his love for the country, for truth and for non-violence.

Shri Kishorelal has given a very moving description of him in
his letter3 to me, and this too I give here:

[From Gujarati]
Navajivan, 19-8-1928

231.   GOVERNMENTS POWER v. PEOPLE'S POWER
Bardoli has proved that the power of the people is greater
than that of the State as conclusively as that two and two make
four. It can further be claimed that such success depends solely
upon the people's capacity to remain peaceful and their capacity
to offer peaceful resistance.
The power of the State is derived solely from its capacity to
punish. Those persons who rid themselves of the fear of this
punishment, despise such punishment and, without opposing the
power of the State violently, act as if it did not exist, will always
triumph. The people of Bardoli could not secure justice so long
as they were afraid of being punished by the Government. As
soon as they rid themselves*of that fear, they realized that the offi-
cers were dependent upon the people and not vice versa.
The people also saw that, if they opposed the Government's
violence by similar violence, the former would always succeed,
whereas, if they suffered it, it lost its efficacy. They also found
that this punishment was limited to their persons and possessions,
and that it left their hearts wholly untouched. They freed themselves
from its fear by surrendering their hearts to their Sardar.
From this we find that the people require neither physical
nor intellectual strength to secure their own freedom; moral
courage is all that is needed. This latter is dependent on faith.
In this case, they were required to have faith in their Sardar,
and such faith cannot be artificially generated. They found in the
Sardar a worthy object of such faith and like a magnet he drew
the hearts of the people to himself.
We, therefore, find that a satyagraha movement is bound to
succeed if it gets a leader who is cultured, self-sacrificing and can
1  Vide 'Telegram to Nfcnabhai I. Mashruwala", 13-8-1928,
2 & 3 Not translated here